St Giles Anglican Church, June 21,2020
A Liturgy for The National Indigenous Day of Prayer
Presider: Archdeacon Wilma Woods
Homilist: Alex Campbell
Guest: Muriel Campbell
Welcome:
Hymn:

Ancient Walls

Call to Worship
Archdeacon Wilma: Christ our true and only Light: receive our prayers and songs, and
illumine the secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess us who are made new in the light of your heavenly grace. Amen.
(source: Gelasian Sacramentary)

Acknowledgement and Thanksgiving for the Land
Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give thanks and respect to those who first occupied this land we are upon. We give thanks to the Cree, Ojibwe, Saulteaux, Dakota, Nakota, Lakota, and the Metis people, the first people of this land.
We offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred in this land. We are also
thankful for the gifts of the People of the land. Creator let us be of Good Mind to reconcile
the mistreatment of this land and to those who have been displaced. With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your name, Your son the Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER or SONG

Alex Campbell and Muriel Campbell

CELEBRANT God the Creator, the strength of the people, we honor you. Listen to the
thoughts of your people.
We respect the truth of your spirit world and care for your creations to the east, to the
south, to the west and to the north. We honor you by deeds and not words. We live by the
ways you have entrusted to us within the circle of life.

READER
Come Great Spirit as we gather in your name
We face East: To your symbol color gold the breath of the morning sun, to your animal sign the
Eagle which soars ever upward in the praise of the Creator and calls us to do the same, to your
words calling us to balance our minds in the spirit of humility and truth. We invoke your Spirit of
illumination and far sighted vision. The ways have shown us how to love you and each other with
heart, mind, and soul, and we pray.
ALL

Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come

READER
We turn to the South: To your symbol color red the hue of revelation, to your animal sign the
Wolf…strong and enduring. The ways call us to balance of Spirit and harmony with all nations,
tribes and clans. We invoke your wisdom, grace and goodness of the ages, and we pray.
ALL

Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come

READER
We turn to the West: To your symbol color black the stillness of night, to your sign thunder
mighty and bold, to your animal sign the Buffalo. The ways call us to balance emotions in the
tradition of truth and honesty.
We invoke your spirit ways of seeing within the community and its strength to endure, and we
pray.
ALL

Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come

READER
We turn North: To your symbol color white the truth of clarity and brightness, to your animal
sign, the Bear, which touches us with earthiness and all things growing, to your words calling us
to balance of our body in the spirit of a good sense and humor. We invoke your spirit of
innocence, trust and love. The ways open our eyes to the sacredness of each living thing, and we
pray.
ALL

Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come

READER
We turn to complete the circle: To God the Creator who cleanses the world with snow wind and
rain,
to the Creator’s Son, Jesus the Christ, who fills us with mercy and loving embrace of all nations
and to the Holy Creator’s Spirit who guides us, and we pray.

ALL

Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come

CELEBRANT
Creator, you bent the earth like a bow until it was one, round, shining planet. At
your word, the land was drawn into mountains and tundra, forests and prairies; the waters were
gathered together into rivers, lakes and seas. Many times, when people crossed these seas from
other lands, they broke the circle of your creation by their greed and violence and they shattered
the lives of others. Creator renew the circle of the earth and turn the hearts of all people to one
another; that they and all the earth may live and be drawn toward you through the love of Jesus
Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit in the circle of the Trinity, forever One. Amen
(A Prayer to the Four Directions, adapted and revised from the prayer used
at the National Cathedral, DC in A Celebration of Native American Survival Service, 1992)

The Gathering Prayer
ALL: Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit
within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this Sacred
Circle through which all of creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with respect and
commitment as we grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and forever. Amen

Collect of the Day

Archdeacon Wilma

Creator God,
from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name.
You have rooted and grounded us
in your covenant love,
and empowered us by your Spirit
to speak the truth in love,
and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness.
Mercifully grant that your people,
journeying together in partnership,
may be strengthened and guided
to help one another to grow into the full stature of Christ,
who is our light and our life. Amen

THE WORD
A Reading from Isaiah
25

To whom then will you compare me,

or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
26

Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these?

He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing.
27

Why do you say, O Jacob,

and speak, O Israel,
‘My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God’?
28

Have you not known? Have you not heard?

40:25-31

The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29

He gives power to the faint,

and strengthens the powerless.
30

Even youths will faint and be weary,

and the young will fall exhausted;
31

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,

they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.
The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 19
The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
1

Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
3

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
5

The law of the Lord is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes.
7

The fear of the Lord is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgements of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
9

By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
11

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
13

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning,
is now and will be forever. Amen.

A Reading from Philippians

4:4-9

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
4

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will
be with you.
8

The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

The Gospel of John

1:1-18

1In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
6

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
10

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out,
‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him
known.
14

The Homily

Alex Campbell

Creed
ALL: We believe in the love of God, embodied in the person of Jesus, spread through
the cosmos by the Holy Spirit.
(University Episcopal Community at The Univ. of MN)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Alex Campbell / Muriel Campbell

CELEBRANT Creator and Redeemer, as we approach you in prayer, make us walk in
beauty and balance, make us open our hearts and minds, make us speak the truth. We
pray first for your Community, the Church, The Body of Christ. We pray for all our relatives in the circle of life throughout all Creation; for those chosen to be our leaders and
teachers.
READER In peace, we pray to you, Lord God,

READER We call upon the earth, our Mother and home, with its beautiful depths, soaring
heights and deep waters, its vitality and abundance of life, and together we ask that it
People: Teach us and show us the way.
READER We call upon the mountains and tundra, the high green valleys and prairies filled
with wild flowers, the snows, the summits of intense silence, and we ask that they:
People: Teach us and show us the way.
READER We call upon the land which grows our food, the nurturing soil, the fertile fields, the
abundant gardens and orchards, and we ask that they:
People: Teach us and show us the way.
READER We call upon the forests, the great trees reaching strongly to the sky with earth in
their roots and the heavens in their branches, the fir and the pine, the cedar and the maple,
we ask them to:
People: Teach us and show us the way.
READER We call upon the creatures of the fields and forests and the waters, our brothers and
sisters the wolves and deer, the eagle and bear, the great whales and the fish. We ask them to:
People: Teach us and show us the way.
READER We call upon all those who have lived on this earth, our ancestors and our friends,
who dreamed the best for future generations, and upon whose lives our lives are built, and
with thanksgiving, we call upon them to:

People: Teach us and show us the way.
CELEBRANT
Creator, you made the world and declared it to be good: the beauty of the trees, the softness of
the air, the fragrance of the grass speaks to us; the summit of the mountains, the thunder of
the sky, the rhythm of the waters speak to us; the faintness of the stars, the freshness of the
morning, the dewdrops on the flower speak to us. But above all, our heart soars, for you
speak to us in Jesus the Christ, in whose name we offer these prayers. Amen
Prayers of the People, The Church of the Four Winds, Portland Oregon)

Confession
(Confession lets us set down the heavy things we carry with us, putting us in right relationship
with one another & with God.)
For all that separates our hearts from God and from all that closes our eyes to God’s love...
silence
For what we have done, left undone, and what has been done on our behalf...
silence
For the pride that prevents us from forgiving others, as we have been forgiven...
silence
ALL: Jesus, forgive us. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew rights spirit within
us.
(University Episcopal Community at The Univ. of MN)

Archdeacon Wilma: The Lord enrich you with grace, and nourish you with many blessings; the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the Lord accept your prayers, and absolve you from your offences, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

OFFERTORY
During this time of pandemic, when we cannot physically put our offerings on the plate,
we ask that offerings continue to be given by mail, etransfer or pre-authorized deposits
through your bank. Further information is on our website.
For the gifts and offerings, we receive, we give thanks and pray:
Creator, you bless us with many good gifts returned to you from your creation. Feed us
with the Bread of Life, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Archdeacon Wilma:

Alex Campbell

(in Cree)

Let us Pray

ALL Jesus Christ, our leader, you are the Son of the Creator. Today we became
your children, today we became your grandchildren. We will live as you have taught
us. We will follow your commandments. Watch over us. Speak to us from the trees,
from the grass and herbs, from the breeze, from the passing rain, from the passing
thunder and the deep waters. Before us there is beauty, behind us there is beauty.
Allow us to walk a long life in happiness completed in beauty. Amen.
(From the Liturgy of St. John’s, Red Lake, MN)

BLESSING
Archdeacon Wilma: Send us anywhere you would have us go, only go there with us.
Place upon us any burden you desire, only stand by us to sustain us. Break any tie that
binds us, except the tie that binds us to you.
And the blessing of God; the Creator, who made and knows us; the Savior, who redeems
and befriends us; and the Spirit, who enlightens and sustains us, be with you this day
and always. Amen.
(Blessing

attributed to The Rt. Rev. John Shelby Spong)

DISMISSAL
CELEBRANT

In the name of the Light that came into the world go in peace.

People:

Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG

Amazing Grace
(Adapted from liturgy prepared by All Saint’s Church, Minneapolis, MN)

About Alexander and Muriel Campbell
Alexander and Muriel Campbell are from Regina and are members of St.
Philip’s Anglican Church. Both are of Indigenous ancestry. Alexander is
First Nations of Cree ancestry. He was recently deemed a Postulant for the
Diocese of Qu’Appelle. Muriel is Métis of Cree ancestry. They are both
fluent in the Cree language. They have been faith followers all their lives,
have been happily married for 43 years and have been blessed with 5 children and 3 grand children.

